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Course Global Security: Geopolitics and Conflict in 21% century
Address

19, Sichovykh Striltsiv Str., room 308, 79005 Lviv
Responsible Faculty | Department of International Security and Strategic Studies,

and Department

Faculty of International Relations

Area, Code and C Social Sciences, Journalism, Information and International Relations
Specialty

C3 International Relations
Professors Dr. Marianna Gladysh, Associate Professor of the Department of

International Security and Strategic Studies

Professors’ Contacts

Marianna.hladysh@Inu.edu.ua
mgladysh@ukr.net
(032)-239- 43-65 (Chair of International Security and Strategic Studies)

Course
Consultations

Every Monday: 3 p.m. — 4 p.m. (online )

Course Website

https://intrel.lnu.edu.ua/academics/master/mizhnarodna-bezpeka-i-prava-liudyny-

anhlomovna-podviynoho-dyplomu

Course Info

The course “Global Security: Geopolitics and Conflict in 21% century”
(English) is an obligatory course in Specialty C3 "International Relations"
within the Master study program “International Security and Human
Rights” which is taught to Master students during the first semester of the

Master program.

Course Summary

The course “Global Security: Geopolitics and International Conflicts in
the 21st Century” (taught in English) is dedicated to the analysis of the
contemporary security environment, the transformation of geopolitical
processes, and the nature of international conflicts in the post-bipolar
world. The course examines key actors in global politics, the causes and
dynamics of military and hybrid conflicts, as well as the role of
international organizations and regional security architectures. Particular
attention is paid to emerging security challenges, including asymmetric
threats, cybersecurity, terrorism, and the implications of full-scale wars for
the international order.
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Objective of the
Course

The course is aimed at developing analytical skills and a comprehensive

understanding of global security processes in the twenty-first century.

Recommended
Reading

1. The Globalization of World Politics / J. Baylis, S. Smith, P. Owens.
— 8th ed. — Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2020. — 640 p.

2. People, States and Fear/ B. Buzan. — 2nd ed. — Colchester :
ECPR Press, 2007. — 384 p.

3. New and Old Wars / M. Kaldor. — 3rd ed. — Cambridge : Polity
Press, 2012. — 232 p.

4. The Tragedy of Great Power Politics / J. J. Mearsheimer. — New
York : W. W. Norton & Company, 2014. — 592 p.

5. The Future of Power/ J. S. Nye. — New York : PublicAffairs,
2011.— 320 p.

6. Strategy: A History / L. Freedman. — Oxford : Oxford University
Press, 2013. — 768 p.

7. World at Risk / U. Beck. — Cambridge : Polity Press, 2009. — 256
p.

8. The Grand Chessboard/ Z. Brzezinski. — New York : Basic
Books, 1997. — 240 p.

9. Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
SIPRI Yearbook 2023 : Armaments, Disarmament and International
Security. — Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2023. — 560 p.

10. From Cold War to Hot Peace / M. McFaul. — Boston : Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. — 576 p.

Course Scope 6 ECTS credits (180 hrs).
Intramural studies: lectures - 16 hrs, seminars - 16 hrs,individual work —
148 hrs..

Study Results Know:

key theories of international relations and security studies (realism,
liberalism, constructivism, critical approaches);

core concepts of global and regional security, geopolitics, and strategic
culture;

causes, typology, and dynamics of international and internal conflicts
in the 21st century;

the role of major powers, international organizations, and non-state
actors in shaping the security environment;

contemporary threats to international security (hybrid warfare,
terrorism, cyber threats, energy and information security);

the impact of full-scale wars and regional crises on the international
order and the system of collective security;

specific features of the security policies of key regions of the world.

Be able:

to analyze international conflicts using theoretical and applied
approaches;




- to assess geopolitical interests and security strategies of states and
international organizations;

- to work with analytical reports, official strategies, and policy
documents;

- to apply basic methods of political and security analysis (case studies,
comparative analysis, scenario thinking);

- to formulate well-argued conclusions regarding trends in the
development of global security;

- to present the results of analysis in oral and written form in accordance
with academic standards;

- to critically evaluate information from open sources and distinguish
between analysis and propaganda.

Form of Learning

Lectures, seminars and consultations

Topics

1-2. Introduction to Geopolitics — key concepts and approaches.
Historical evolution of geopolitical thought. The role of geography in
shaping international relations (4/4 hours).

3. Power Dynamics in International Relations. The concept of power in
international relations. Hard power versus soft power. The balance of
power and its consequences (2/2 hours).

4-5. International Organizations and Global Governance. The United
Nations and its role in conflict resolution. Regional organizations and their
impact on world politics. Challenges of global governance in the 21st
century (4/4 hours).

6—7. Contemporary Geopolitical Challenges. Conflicts, wars, instability,
and the rising role of non-state actors. Climate change and its geopolitical
consequences. The global pandemic: challenges and opportunities for
international cooperation (4/4 hours).

8. Future Trends in Geopolitics. Emerging geopolitical trends and their
implications. The potential for cooperation or conflict in the coming
decades. The role of technology in shaping international relations (2/2
hours).

Prerequisites

Basic knowledge in history of international relations, theory of
international relations and geography.

Teaching Methods

Presentations, lectures, collaborative study (team work, group projects,
case-studies), project-oriented learning, discussion.

Equipment

Projection device.

Evaluation
Criteria

Evaluation is carried out against a 100-point scale. Yearly progress is
calculated on the basis of class performance in accordance with the
following formula:

e Seminars and group projects— 70%

¢ Final presentation — 30%
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Total is maximum 100 points.

Papers: there are a number of papers that the students do (final
presentation, case decision). Academic integrity: it is expected that
students” works shall represent their original research and ideas.

Class attending is an integral part of studies.




