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Course Info

The course “Theory Seminar” i s a c o m p u l s o r y c o u r s e i n
Specia lt y 293 “I nt er nat io nal Law” w it h in t he
s t u d y p r o g r a m “International Law” which is taught to students
during the third semester of the Master`s program constituting 3 ECTS
credits.

Course Summary

The course “Theory Seminar” concentrates on the systemic and
comprehensive approach to the essence and content of scientific research,
determining its role and place in the system of modern society and life as
well as acquiring the skills necessary for conducting scientific research,
differentiating between the types of research papers in accordance with the
due requirements, gaining knowledge as a result of both preparation and
defense of the Master`s paper, proper presentation of the research findings.
In addition, it forms both theoretical knowledge and practical skills of the
students majoring in “International Law”.

Objective of the
Course

Formation of comprehensive knowledge on fundamentals of
scientific and research work in the area of international law.

Recommended
Reading

1. Janne E Nijman Grotius’ ‘Rule of Law’ and the Human Sense of Justice:
An Afterword to Martti Koskenniemi’s Foreword', European Journal of
International Law, Volume 30, Issue 4, November 2019, Pages 1105–1114.
2. Janne E Nijman 'Images of Grotius, or the International Rule of Law
beyond Historiographical Oscillation', 17 (1) Journal of the History of
International Law 2015, pp. 83-137
3. Anne-Marie Slaughter, Andrew S. Tulumello and Stepan Wood
International Law and International Relations Theory: A New Generation
of Interdisciplinary Scholarship The American Journal of International Law
Vol. 92, No. 3 (Jul., 1998), pp. 367-397
4. Robert Kolb Theory of International Law. Hart Publishing; Reprint
edition.2019, 512 p
5. EU Procedural Law (Oxford European Union Law Library) by Koen
Lenaerts, Ignace Maselis , et al. | Mar 20, 2014
6. The Law of EU External Relations: Cases, Materials, and Commentary
on the EU as an International Legal Actor by Pieter Jan Kuijper , Jan
Wouters , et al.
8. The Interface Between EU and International Law: Contemporary
Reflections (Modern Studies in European Law) by Inge Govaere and Sacha
Garben | Apr 18, 2019
9. Smyrnova K., Letunovskay I. EU-Ukraine Association Agreement: legal
terminology and implementation challenges // Evropský politický a právní
diskurz. – 2016. – Vol.3. – Issue 6 – P. 75-80

Course Scope

3 ECTS credits (90 hrs).
Intramural studies: lectures - 0 hrs, seminars - 36 hrs, individual work –
54 hrs.
Extramural studies: lectures – 0 hrs, seminars – 14 hrs, individual
work– 76 hrs.

Study Results
(knowledge/
skills)

As a result of the course, a student should know:
 The essence and content of the scientific research as a fundamental
professional activity.
 The list of statutes regulating scientific and research work.
 Classification of types of scientific and research activities in
humanities (abstracts, articles, dissertations, etc)

 Requirements for various types of scientific and research work and
publicizing of findings.
 The essence and content of scientific work and research.
 The essence and content of the research area and scientific challenge.
 Requirements to a Master`s paper as a type of research.
 Content and essence of methods of scientific research.
 Requirements to the layout of a Master`s paper as a type of scientific
research paper.
 Procedure of public defense of Master`s papers.
Be able to:
 Qualify and differentiate the types of scientific and research papers.
 Establish the relation between the objective of the research and its
findings.
 Determine the topicality of the scientific challenge and establish the
objective of the scientific research.
 Correctly apply the research methods.
 Properly formulate the findings of the research.
 Apply theoretical knowledge in the process of preparing and defense
of the Master`s paper.
 Differentiate between the concepts of scope, content, scientific
challenge, idea, hypothesis, concept, etc.
 Understand and correctly apply cognitive principles.
Program outcomes: 
1. To detect, analyze and offer ways of solution of various problems of
both international and national legal character.
5. To single out patterns among the events and facts of international legal
life, analyze them and study the possible risks which might occur in the
future.
15. To share knowledge, conclusions and arguments with both colleagues
and non-specialists in the area.
16. To plan and conduct scientific research on topical issues of theory and
practice of international law with the help of due methods, run a sequence
of such research works.

Form of
Learning

Intramural/extramural
Lectures, seminars and consultations

Topics

Topic 1. С o n c e p t , e s s e n c e a n d c o n t e n t o f
scientific work.
Topic 2. E s s e n c e a n d c o n t e n t o f
scientific research.
Topic 3. R o l e a n d p l a c e o f c o g n i t i o n i n t h e p r o c e s s
of scientific research.
Topic 4. Methods of scientific research.

Topic 5. S c i e n t i f i c t h i n k i n g , t o o l s a n d m e t h o d s o f
its development.
Topic 6. I n t e l l e c t u a l p r o p e r t y l e g i s l a t i o n i n
Ukraine.
Topic 7. Types of research papers.
Topic 8. Master`s paper as a type of research.
Form of Progress
Control

Credit based on semester progress evaluation.

Prerequisites

Basic knowledge in international public law is required for proper
understanding of terminology and recommended reading.

Teaching Methods

Equipment

Evaluation
Criteria

Presentations, lectures, collaborative study (forms – team work, group
projects, etc.), project-oriented learning, discussion.

Projection device.

Evaluation is carried out against a 100-point scale. Yearly progress is
calculated on the basis of class performance in accordance with the
following formula:


Seminars – 50%



Final paper – 50%

Total is maximum 100 points.
Papers: there are a number of papers that the students do (final paper, case
decision). Academic integrity: it is expected that students` works shall
represent their original research and ideas. Absence of references,
fabrication of sources, involving other students into a research work
constitute, however are not the only samples of academic dishonesty.
Tracing of characteristics of academic dishonesty in a student`s written
paper is grounds for its estimation as Fail regardless of the scope of
plagiarism or dishonesty. Class attending is an integral part of studies. It is
expected that the students attend all lectures and practical classes. Students
are supposed to inform the professor of their possible absence. In any case
students are expected to meet all deadlines for all written papers in the
course. Recommended reading. All recommended reading sources will be
provided by the professor for educational purposes only, their passing to
third persons is prohibited. Students are welcome to use other sources and
literature which are not on the list. Evaluation policy. All points earned as a
result of testing, individual work and final testing shall be taken into account
in addition to students` class attending and participation. Class absence and
late coming, unauthorized use of mobile phones or other gadgets, cheating,
plagiarism and missed deadlines, etc shall be considered as drawbacks.

Zero tolerance to plagiarism.

