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Brief description: The Baltic-Black Sea Region within its unique geographical context provides an exceptional comparative perspective on the manifold ways in which the EU and individual states are engaging with each other. 
On the one hand, the course will offer rich empirical insights into a number of modalities of differentiated integration within the EU, including Danish opt-outs from a number of EU policies, the integration of the Baltic States into the EU, the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism for Bulgaria and Romania, the reluctance of Poland and Sweden to join the Eurozone and other relevant topics and issues. 
On the other hand, the course will take a comparative focus on the patterns and dynamics of the EU’s interaction with non-member states and provide the opportunity to examine in-depth the effectiveness and consistency of EU’s actions in the Baltic-Black Sea Region. It will discuss the merits and limitations of various forms of cooperation with neighboring countries. The course will elaborate on key aspects of bilateral relationships with respective countries and critically explore different multilateral institutional arrangements and initiatives, including the European Economic Area, the European Neighbourhood Policy, the Eastern Partnership, the Northern Dimension or the Black-Sea Synergy. 
Throughout the course, current challenges and new developments will be addressed in order to link the acquired knowledge to specific cases.
Objectives of the course:
•	Provide an advanced understanding of the complex and multifaceted nature of the EU’s actorness in the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
•	Explore a variety of bilateral and multilateral institutional arrangements of the EU’s engagement in this macro-region from comparative perspectives;
•	Examine the EU’s impact on both member and non-member states in the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
•	Stimulate the critical reflections on prospects, advantages and challenges for the European Union in this macro-region.
Learning outcomes:
•	Empirically demonstrate and explain the role of the European Union in the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
•	Discuss, compare and assess the dynamics of the EU’s interaction with both member and non-member states within different institutional frameworks;
•	Contextualise and analyse how the European Union could affect domestic politics as well as international relations in the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
•	Independently identify and evaluate constraints and opportunities for further integration and / or cooperation of individual countries with the EU.
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