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Brief description: The fall of communism in Central and Eastern Europe brought democracy to the region for the first time in over forty years. Academics now had a new wave of democratisation and intense political change to study. This provided scholars with an almost unique opportunity to apply existing methods of political analysis to newly established democratic states. Countries incorporated in common regional Baltic-Black Sea space form a
geographic unit but which has ever been embodied by political cohesion among its diverse nations. Today, the Baltic-Black Sea region on the world political map exists
factually, not as judicially, without any system of politico-territorial division and management with centers that would ensure its sustainability, manageability, integrality at the whole.
This course aims to analyse the key institutional and constitutional developments in BBSR states, consider the development of political parties, party systems and party competition across the region together with analysing electoral behaviour. Examine the nature of executive-legislative relations including government formation and parliamentary behaviour in BBSR as well as the role of the president will be provided herein as well. This course will also analyse the nature of inter-state relations and relations with international organisations, specifically, the European Union. Finally, it will overview civil and political rights; social trust and tolerance towards minorities, gender equality and social integration
Objectives of the course:
The objective of this course is to compare and contrast different political systems in the Baltic-Black Sea Region. It reviews party systems and electoral politics, the current state of civil liberties and political rights as well as explores the level of social integration in the countries of the BBSR. It asks how democratic are these political systems and what conditions democratization in the whole region.
Learning outcomes:
1) Compares different political systems in the BBSR and their developments from the historical as well as theoretical perspective;
2) Compare and assess different institutional set-ups of the BBSR countries;
3) Analyse and explain the development of political parties and party systems in BBSR. Also, be able to identify the major political parties and political actors across the region.
4) Critically examine the influence of nationhood and statehood on democratic development in the region.
5) Explain the influence of external factors on political developments, in particular, the influence of the European Union.
6) Apply established theories of party system development, electoral behaviour and government formation to the countries of the BBSR.
7) Assess societal integrity (incl. ethnic minorities, gender rights) in the BBSR and define factors that influence it.
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