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Brief description: The course "Media, communication, information warfare in the Baltic-Black Sea Region" enhances and advances the students' knowledge of the disciplines studied along the educational field "International relations, regional studies and social communications", by focusing on social communications as social engineering through the analysis of the peculiarities of its application in theBaltic-Black Sea Region.The course plays an important role in theoretical and practical training of professionals majoring in international relations allowing them to form and develop a critical attitude to the content and its social role thorough deep analysis of modern media trends and problemsin the the Black-Baltic Sea Region and in the world, to determine the importance of information security for States, to analyze the experience of the the Black-Baltic Sea countries in providing effective information policy. The course includes three modules. The first module examines the theoretical aspects of social communication studies, the second one focuses on the modern media problems and trends, the processes of news selection on the example of the media of the Baltic-Black Sea region, the third one–on the mechanisms of information wars, the principles of information policy and information security of Baltic-Black Sea countries
Objectives of the course:
1) to define the concepts and terms that form the theoretical basis of the course, to bring to the attention of students the different approaches to understandig the concepts and terms: "social communications", "mass communications", "media system", "informatization", "technologization", "infortainment", "world picture", "gatekiping", "information warfare", "information security", etc.;
2) to determine the characteristics of international information in modern global technologized world;
3) to characterize the processes of news selection including international news;
4) to determine the news topics according to particularities of mass communication media of the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
5) to identify the actual trends and problems of the modern international journalism;
6) to analyze the media systems of the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
7) to determine the application fields of propaganda in modern society;
8) to characterize the mechanisms, targets, consequences of modern information wars on the example of the regional media systems; 
9) to find out the basic principles of state information policy and national information security.
Learning outcomes:
- apply the methodology for analyzing news content to determine the criteria of news selection, including international news;
- recognize the means of propaganda in the news content;
- define the main thematic newsgroups, including international ones, to classify them;
- apply knowledge of the modern media peculiarities, including the mass communication media of the Baltic-Black Sea Region;
- know the main mechanisms of information wars, to analyze the news content for the information confrontation;
- define the current media trends and problems in the global and regional field;
- differentiate the media communications and journalism in the system of social communications;
-to analyze systematicallythe provisions of the informational policy of the states of the Baltic-Black Sea Region taking into account the basic principles of information security.
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